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Vellacott will support a

Ukrainian-Canadian symbolic redress bill

For Immediate Release





  September 24, 2004

SASKATCHEWAN – Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott attended a book launch Thursday evening for “A Bare and Impolitic Right – Internment and Ukrainian-Canadian Redress”. The book was written by Dr. Bohdan Kordan of St. Thomas More College and Craig Mahovsky. The book launch provides a backdrop for the official unveiling Saturday of a permanent memorial for Ukrainians who suffered internment during the First World War. The book examines the internment of Ukrainian Canadians during the war and explores the political, philosophical and ethical dimensions of redress.

This Eaton Internment Memorial will identify Eaton as a place of internment while commemmorating the historical significance of the experience for Ukrainian Canadians. The memorial will be situated on the grounds of the original internment camp, 4 km southwest of Saskatoon at the junction of highway 60 and the Canadian National Railway. On the same grounds is the Saskatchewan Railway Museum, which is a heritage and educational facility devoted to preserving Saskatchwan’s railway history. The Eaton Internment Memorial is a project of the Prairie Centre for the Study of Ukrainian Heritage at St. Thomas More College.

Vellacott supports the work to resolve the outstanding redress issues of the Ukrainian-Canadian community. In the last Parliament, Conservative Party colleague Inky Mark introduced a Private Member’s Bill that would recognize the injustice that was done to persons of Ukrainian descent who were interned at the time of the First World War. It would provide for public commemmoration and for restitution that would be devoted to education and the promotion of tolerance.
At the time, Ukrainian-Canadians gathered broad-based support from all federal political parties. “I hope that this initiative will continue to move forward, and that concrete action will be made a priority as Parliament resumes sitting in the coming months,” said Vellacott.
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