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               October 6, 2005

OTTAWA – The Liberal government has floated a trial balloon saying that it will return 1/3 of any surplus to Canadian taxpayers. “This proposal is a crass attempt to buy votes,” said Maurice Vellacott, Conservative MP for Saskatoon-Wanuskewin, who wants to know why the Liberal government won’t simply cut taxes and keep their grubby hands off these taxpayer dollars in the first place. The Conservative Party believes that hardworking Canadian farmers, truckers, nurses and entrepreneurs are better stewards of their money than Liberal politicians.

“The proposed surplus rebate is nothing more than a gimmick and a distraction from the government’s record of taking too much money from the pockets of hardworking Canadians, and then spending it without care and very often without meaningful results,” said Vellacott. “It will not amount to meaningful tax relief for hardworking Canadians.”

Under the proposed Liberal formula, taxpayers would have received nothing last year because the Liberals used their bookkeeping tricks and year-end spending to reduce what would have been a $6 billion surplus to $1.6 billion. This is below the $3 billion contingency reserve limit to qualify for a rebate distribution under the proposed formula.

The contingency reserve of $3 billion is taken off any surplus total under the proposed formula meaning there would be very little left for tax relief. A gross surplus of $6 billion (including the contingency) would result in a tax break of $30 per Canadian. “Citizenship and Immigration Minister Joe Volpe spends more than 4 times that much on pizza for him and his friend in one meal,” noted Vellacott in disgust.

“The cynical abuse of taxpayers by the Paul Martin Liberal government knows no bounds,” said Vellacott. “The Prime Minister and Finance Minister Ralph Goodale have completely lost touch with the financial realities of regular Canadians. Furthermore, the Liberals have proven that they have absolutely no integrity in handling taxpayer dollars.

“Under the Liberal plan, Canadians would get 1/3 of any leftovers after politicians and bureaucrats go on their year-end spending spree. Conservatives would give that money back to taxpayers first and make bureaucrats and politicians live within their budgets, just like regular Canadians have to do everyday,” said Vellacott.
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