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       October 4, 2004

OTTAWA – A lesbian couple from Saskatoon has launched a legal challenge in Saskatchewan in an attempt to have their relationship recognized as a marriage in that province.
Despite court decisions in other provinces challenging the constitutionality of the current definition of marriage, that definition has yet to be changed in Canadian law. “That definition, therefore, applies to Saskatchewan and should be defended by the provincial government,” says Saskatoon-Wanuskewin Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott.

This week, the Supreme Court of Canada will be examining the Liberal government’s reference request on a law affecting the definition of marriage. Notwithstanding the Supreme Court’s decision on the matter, the Liberal government’s obligation to democracy and the Canadian public is to bring the debate and final decision to Parliament. 
“The Conservative Party is absolutely committed to bringing the definition of marriage debate before Parliament,” says Vellacott, stressing his commitment to vigorously defend the current, consitutionally sound definition.
“By its nature, marriage is heterosexual. Marriage pre-exists the state and religion. While it is appropriately recognized and regulated by the state and religions, it is not created or determined by them. Traditional marriage, between one man and one woman, provides a safe environment for human procreativity, and is the safest context for the nurture of children. It establishes the norm that children have a primary right and a need to know, be connected to, and be raised by their own mother and father, unless exceptional adverse circumstances dictate otherwise, and it binds together past and future generations,” says Vellacott. “While marriage has a unique and indispensible place, it is not necessary for every person to enter this form of social union. Other forms of personal relationship have their own purpose.”
“The overwhelming view of constituents who have contacted my office by e-mail, phone, fax and letters is in support of heterosexual marriage grounded in our nature of two different but complementary genders,” notes Vellacott.

– 30 –

For further comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (306) 975-4725 or (613) 992-1899

