	Saskatoon:

Unit 3, 844-51st St. East

Saskatoon, SK  S7K 5C7

Tel (306) 975-4725

Toll free (888) 844-8886

Fax (306) 975-4728

vellacott.mp@shawlink.ca
	
	[image: image1.png]



	
	Ottawa:

Suite 610, Justice Bldg.

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6

Tel (613) 992-1899

Fax (613) 992-3085

Vellacott.M@parl.gc.ca

www.mauricevellacott.ca


HOUSE OF COMMONS

CANADA


Maurice Vellacott, MP
Saskatoon-Wanuskewin

Vellacott castigates PM over

irresponsible immigration announcement
For Immediate Release






               October 3, 2005

OTTAWA – Maurice Vellacott, Conservative MP for Saskatoon-Wanuskewin, is concerned about Prime Minister Paul Martin’s pre-election announcement to increase immigration levels by 100,000 per year.

“The Liberal government offers immigrants great hope by inviting them to Canada, only to crush their dreams by trapping them in processing backlogs and waiting lines,” said Vellacott.

Canada already has an immigration backlog of some 600,000 people. Liberal mismanagement of the immigration process means that it can now take years to process routine immigration applications. “This is an unacceptable assault on the dignity of these immigrants,” said Vellacott. “It is also a shameful picture of Canada to display to the world,” he added.
“This attack on the dignity of immigrants is simply an extension of the attitude that the Liberal government has towards their own citizens,” said Vellacott. Hundreds of thousands of new Canadians are under-employed because the Liberals have failed to implement a national plan for recognizing foreign credentials. “Yet, the Prime Minister wants to draw more immigrants into this dysfunctional immigration system instead of fixing it first, for the sake of both Canadians and immigrants,” said Vellacott.

“This Prime Minister resembles a jackrabbit, bouncing from one random policy idea to another. 
The dithering Liberal leader refuses to make strong decisions to fix current problems. And he can’t be pinned down long enough to establish a coherent policy initiative in any one area. The superficiality and election-orientation of his approach to government is damaging to people’s lives, and this immigration announcement is a case in point,” said Vellacott.

“Even Liberal MPs are criticizing Martin's latest pre-election immigration plan. A Conservative government will stand up for new Canadians. We will implement a national program for recognition of foreign credentials, and this program will be designed to meet Canada's needs, not those of the Liberal Party,” concluded Vellacott.
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