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   October 29, 2003

OTTAWA – Bad news about marijuana use, violence and gang warfare is far too prevalent in the media these days. The government’s “soft-on-drugs” bill, C-38, has been referred to the Special Committee on the Non-Medical Use of Drugs. “Let’s hope the committee shows more respect for the views of Canada’s front-line police officers and emergency workers than the Liberal government has thus far,” said Canadian Alliance MP Maurice Vellacott.

Yesterday, The Globe & Mail reported a gang-style double murder in Toronto, with police officers tying the incident to a growing problem of marijuana and gang warfare in the city. Today the media is reporting on a new poll which shows marijuana use higher than tobacco use among Canadian teens. “The Liberal government promotes an aggressive campaign to dissuade youth from tobacco use, but its proposed changes to marijuana legislation sends the opposite message,” said Vellacott.

Canada’s front-line police officers remain distressed over the Liberal’s “soft-on-pot” law. The Canadian Professional Police Association and the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police have again written to the Prime Minister appealing for stronger legislation against the most serious drug-related offences. Canada’s police officers are dismayed at the government’s attempt to fast track this premature and seriously flawed bill.

The Canadian Alliance opposes Bill C-38, but takes the position that if the Liberals are going to force it through, it must first set up a National Drug Strategy that works at the street level. It must establish a progressive fine schedule with fines and penalties increasing with the number of convictions, and significant consequences for non-payment of fines. Minimum sentences are required to reinforce the seriousness of the crime of marijuana grow operations. Drug driving laws and roadside assessment must also be in place. The police need legislation to enhance enforcement powers in situations where drug impairment is suspected.

“The fact remains that the lower the penalties for drug use and drug running, the more lucrative this illegal activity will be,” said Vellacott. “The more lucrative drug-running is, the easier it will be for drug dealers to attract young people into this dangerous and criminal activity. Those who already use marijuana will be more easily lured into trafficking. Considering the new data that indicates a rise in the number of teens using pot, this should be of great concern to all Canadians,” he added.

The Americans have also made it clear that new “soft-on-pot” legislation will probably result in tighter border restrictions between our two countries.

“It is not clear what constituency the Liberal government is trying to attract with this new approach to drug legislation, but it certainly isn’t the law-abiding citizens in my constituency who love their children and youth and want to live in safe communities,” said Vellacott.
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For additional comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899

