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OTTAWA – The Liberal government sentencing reforms adopted in 1996 created a two-tier system of justice – one for aboriginals and one for non-aboriginals. These provisions can result in more lenient sentences for offenders based on race.

The Canadian Alliance believes these changes stigmatize aboriginal Canadians by creating the false impression that they are more likely to commit crimes because of their race. These sentencing provisions fail to acknowledge that the victims of crimes committed by aboriginal offenders are usually aboriginal as well. Aboriginal victims should have the same right to justice as non-aboriginal victims.

“Yesterday, during debate on Bill C-416, I voiced my concerns about the trauma aboriginal people face at the hands of this government’s two-tier approach,” said Canadian Alliance MP Maurice Vellacott. “Bill C-416, introduced by my colleague Brian Pallister, would restore the principle of equality under the law to the Criminal Code and the Youth Criminal Justice Act.”

Vellacott went on to say, “A responsible government would find ways to deal with the disproportionate number of aboriginal offenders in the prison system without attacking public security. Today, the Liberals continue to deny aboriginal victims the full and equal protection of the law.”

On December 21, 2001, RCMP Constable Dennis Strongquill, who is aboriginal, was murdered in the line of duty by Robert Sand, also an aboriginal. The accused’s lawyer has argued that Robert Sand should receive a more lenient sentence because he is aboriginal. Justice would thereby be denied to 6 fatherless children.

Police Chief Blacksmith, of the Cree Mistissini reserve, condemns the current sentencing policy. “We’re not getting the appropriate sentences for these guys. Every time we bring someone in on serious charges, they’re back out again in a few months.” He criticizes a 1999 Supreme Court ruling requiring judges to consider background and social factors when sentencing aboriginal offenders: offenders “always bring it up to get a more lenient sentence,” he said.

“I would urge the government to support Bill C-416 and bring an end to their assault on aboriginal victims through the current race-based sentencing policy for offenders,” said Vellacott.
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