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   October 24, 2003

OTTAWA – Today in the House of Commons Canadian Alliance MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) spoke about the Liberal Government’s failure to stand with cattle farmers during the catastrophe caused by the Mad Cow crisis. Foreign restrictions on Canadian beef products have greatly harmed Canada’s beef industry, yet the Liberals have made little effort to end the crisis.

Vellacott says that “The Liberal Government was unprepared for this problem, and since the worst has occurred, the Government has taken minimal and inadequate remedial action. What is needed is for the Government to put in place internationally-recognized protocols for our beef industry. Damaging political posturing related to borders needs to be replaced with widely-accepted rules for all concerned.”
Vellacott wonders if the Liberals really understand the extent of the problem on the ground as it inflicts harm on farm families: “Farmers in my riding are not simply experiencing a slowdown in business. They’re going under. For many of them this is the most distressing time in their lives and the lives of their family members. But the Liberal Government has remained virtually silent. We can’t even say that the Government is missing in action because this Liberal Government has not been a part of the action. Cattlemen have given up hope that the Liberals will do anything, and have had to take it upon themselves to deal with U.S. officials directly.”
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For additional comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899
