	Saskatoon:

Unit 3, 844-51st St. East

Saskatoon, SK  S7K 5C7

Tel (306) 975-4725

Toll free (888) 844-8886

Fax (306) 975-4728

vellacott.mp@shawlink.ca
	
	[image: image1.png]



	
	Ottawa:

Suite 610, Justice Bldg.

House of Commons

Ottawa, ON  K1A 0A6

Tel (613) 992-1899

Fax (613) 992-3085

Vellacott.M@parl.gc.ca

www.mauricevellacott.ca


HOUSE OF COMMONS

CANADA


Maurice Vellacott, MP
Saskatoon-Wanuskewin 

Vellacott demands real solutions on BSE

for Saskatchewan farmers

For Immediate Release







October 12, 2004

OTTAWA – Last night, in a special debate in the House of Commons, Saskatoon-Wanuskewin Conservative Member of Parliament Maurice Vellacott joined his leader, Stephen Harper, and his other Conservative colleagues to demand real solutions for devastated agricultural producers across Canada. We need to increase slaughterhouse capacity, develop a mature livestock rationalisation program and develop a stronger position for trade negotiations with the United States and other countries, said Vellacott.

The BSE crisis has already cost the Canadian beef industry and rural economies an estimated $6 billion. More than 4,200 jobs related to the beef industry have been lost, according to the government’s own figures.

“I especially appreciate the fact that our Conservative Party requested this special take note debate on BSE, the very first debate in the new Parliament. That reflects the importance to the Conservative Party of agriculture”, said Vellacott.

“At this time it would be well worth the effort of the minority government to be fully engaged in a lobbying initiative in the U.S. that targets both elected officials and consumer groups, informing U.S. consumers that the high prices they are paying at present for beef and dairy products, and also the loss of jobs in their country due to the closing of some of those slaughter facilities, is a direct result of politics and has nothing do with food safety,” added Vellacott. “Canada also probably needs to do a chapter 20 challenge. We have had individual producers doing a NAFTA chapter 11 challenge. The government needs to step up to the plate now as well.”

Vellacott also took the opportunity to point out the flaws of the CAIS program. “I am now beginning to hear from constituents who have suffered as a result of the Liberal government’s mismanaged CAIS program,” he said.

“There is no certainty with CAISP. Announcements for changes are often made before the programs are ready and without application forms. Rules are often arbitrary and changed arbitrarily, and payouts are unpredictable”, said Vellacott. “The Conservative Party will not accept this status quo. We are demanding that the Liberal government set up agriculture policies that work; policies that are responsive to the real needs of Canadian farmers”, says Vellacott.
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For further comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899
