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    November 7, 2003

OTTAWA – Today in the House of Commons, Canadian Alliance MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon—Wanuskewin) challenged the Liberal government to exercise responsible leadership in the battle against child pornography. He contrasted the weak-kneed approach of Justice Minister Martin Cauchon with the diligence being demonstrated elsewhere in the world to investigate and prosecute people charged with internet child pornography crimes.

Vellacott said:

Mr. Speaker, in 1999 police began investigating a child pornography website in Texas that they then shut down and they obtained its huge international subscriber list. Of more than 2,000 subscribers in Canada, only 10% have been investigated. In Germany, police have identified 530 suspects and seized 745 computers.

In Canada, movement has been shamefully slow. Is the failure of the Liberal government to effectively prosecute these child predators due to a lack of resources, a lack of strong legislation, or simply a lack of political will? Which is it?

Vellacott followed this question with additional criticism and query:

The Americans have also diligently investigated this extensive child pornography ring and taken effective steps to prosecute those within their jurisdiction. In Canada the Liberal government is asleep at the switch.

Canadian police have told us frequently that they lack the resources to deal with child pornography. Would the government commit to giving the police the adequate resources to eliminate this evil of child pornography?
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For additional comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899

