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Vellacott Votes for Street Racing Bill

Bill C-338 Sent to Justice Committee


For immediate release



            Friday November 7, 2003

Ottawa – This week in the House of Commons Bill C-338 on Street Racing was passed at 2nd Reading by a vote of 121 to 88. The Bill will now proceed to hearings before the Justice Committee. The bill was introduced by Chuck Cadman, a Canadian Alliance MP.

Bill C-338 would amend the Criminal Code and make ‘street racing’ an aggravating circumstance when sentencing a person convicted of causing death or serious injury by means of a motor vehicle. The bill would also provide that the suspension of drivers’ licences would commence after any jail time served.

Vellacott said, “This Bill has support from provincial authorities across Canada.  There is also wide spread public support, especially in communities where 'street racing' is a serious problem.  This Bill is needed in order to provide a deterrent to this irresponsible and dangerous behaviour.”

Vellacott added, “House arrest is not okay for street racers who cause death or serious injury.  Penalties should reflect the fact that this activity goes far beyond regular criminal activities involving vehicles.  Bill C-338 is pro-active legislation that would serve as a deterrent.  Parliament has an opportunity to stand up for victims and public safety by holding ‘street racers’ properly accountable for the carnage they cause on our streets.”
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