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       November 5, 2004

SASKATOON – Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) strongly condemned today’s decision on same-sex marriage by Justice Donna Wilson of the Court of Queen’s Bench in Saskatoon.

The judge’s decision responded to a legal challenge by several homosexual couples attempting to have their relationships recognized as marriages in the province of Saskatchewan. Today, a provincial court justice released a ruling, arguing that the traditional definition of marriage is illegitimately discriminatory and, therefore, violates the Charter of Rights.
Vellacott emphasised that despite court decisions in other provinces challenging the constitutionality of the current definition of marriage, that definition has yet to be changed in Canadian law. “That definition, therefore, applies to Saskatchewan and should be reflected in the court decision,” said Vellacott.
“Saskatchewan Justice Minister Frank Quennell has said it’s up to the federal government to decide who is allowed to marry,” pointed out Vellacott. “The federal government has never legislated same-sex marriage,” added Vellacott.

Vellacott stressed that Canada’s federal lawmakers are in Ottawa, not in the provincial courts of this land. Last month, the Supreme Court of Canada examined the Liberal government’s reference request on a law affecting the definition of marriage. The justices had sharp words for the federal Liberals for trying to turn them into another legislative arm of the government.

“It is unfortunate that the Saskatchewan court has followed in the activist footsteps of other courts in this country,” said Vellacott. “Madam Justice Donna Wilson should have postponed a decision or ruled in favour of the current law until the government’s marriage definition legislation had been debated in the Parliament of Canada.”

“The Liberal government’s obligation to democracy and the Canadian public is to bring the issue for a debate and vote in Parliament, which is really the highest court of the land,” said Vellacott. “The Conservative Party is absolutely committed to bringing the definition of marriage debate before Parliament,” he added, stressing his commitment to vigorously defend the current, constitutionally sound definition.
– 30 –

For further comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (306) 975-4725 or (613) 992-1899

