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           November 1, 2005

OTTAWA – Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) expressed disgust over the level of Liberal corruption documented by Justice Gomery in his interim report released today.

Justice Gomery has confirmed millions of dollars were stolen from the public treasury to benefit the Liberal party. “The leaders of the Liberal party and this Liberal government must be held accountable for the worst scandal in this country’s history,” said Vellacott.

“Liberal Prime Minister Paul Martin has a ‘hear no evil, see no evil’ attitude,” added Vellacott. But Martin was the Finance Minister paying the bills and Vice-Chair of the Treasury Board Committee of Cabinet. He was the one writing the cheques to pour money into the sponsorship program. Paul Martin himself used to brag about his role as finance minister, trying to take credit for all of the government’s accomplishments, insisting that “I know the numbers.” How could Martin “know the numbers,” but miss the hundreds of millions of dollars being funneled into the Sponsorship program?

The Gomery Report did not fully exonerate the Prime Minister. It did not look at Martin’s contracting practices with Earnscliffe, where it has been suggested he may have been involved in improper activities.

It has been confirmed that there was political direction of the Sponsorship program.

The culture of entitlement that the Liberal government has embraced has been confirmed.

In opposition, Martin felt that ministers shared a collective responsibility for managing government. On June 13, 1991, Martin voted in favour of the following motion: “That this House affirm that ministers are individually and collectively responsible to the House of Commons for the activities of government …, they are responsible for the decisions of the government as a whole and the activities of their colleagues.”
In 1991, Martin and many of his future cabinet argued that ministerial responsibility included the entire cabinet. By their own argument, therefore, Martin and the other ministers who served in the Chrétien cabinet must be held responsible for the sponsorship scandal. “The leaders of the Liberal party must be held politically and democratically responsible,” concluded Vellacott.
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