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               May 3, 2005

OTTAWA – “Veteran Liberal MP Don Boudria yesterday confirmed to Parliament the real threat Bill C-38 poses to the religious liberty of the clergy,” reports Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin).

Yesterday in a speech in the House of Commons on Bill C-38, the eastern Ontario MP said: “On the issue of the bill itself, the hon. member might say as others have that the religious protections are not sufficiently taken care of, but there are none right now. There is nothing in any law now that protects the ministers of the church. The bill wants to do that so they will not be sued if they do not want to perform such marriages. I am all in favour of having that protection.”

In fact, notes Vellacott, “Bill C-38 only declares its support for a right to religious liberty for clergy that it claims to already exist. It provides no new protections at all.”

Clause 3 of the Civil Marriage Act reads: “It is recognized that officials of religious groups are free to refuse to perform marriages that are not in accordance with their religious beliefs.”
“If no guarantees currently exist in law to protect clergy who refuse to perform same-sex marriages, then Conservatives have been correct all along in identifying the danger Bill C-38 poses to Canadian clergy and religious liberty in general,” notes Vellacott.

“Boudria’s comments are a wake-up call to every MP that a commitment to the freedoms of religion and conscience in Canada require them to vote against Bill C-38,” concludes Vellacott
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