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For Immediate release

Vellacott responds to B.C. ruling on

same-sex marriage
SASKATOON – On May 1, the B.C. Court of Appeal overturned a lower court decision, and said that laws prohibiting same-sex marriage are discriminatory. The ruling gave Parliament until July 12, 2004 to change Canada’s marriage laws and is similar to two other recent rulings in Ontario and Quebec. The subject of same-sex marriage is currently being studied by the House of Commons Justice Committee.

Maurice Vellacott, MP for Saskatoon-Wanuskewin, says, “This is an issue for Parliament to decide – not the courts!” Vellacott emphasizes that in 1999, the House of Commons overwhelmingly passed a resolution stating, “that marriage is and should remain the union of one man and one woman to the exclusion of all others, and that Parliament will take all necessary steps to preserve this definition of marriage in Canada.”

The Canadian Alliance maintains that marriage is, and should be, defined as a union of one man and one woman, to the exclusion of all others.
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For comment, call Maurice Vellacott, M.P. at (306) 975-4725.
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