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For Immediate Release

“Violent No More”

— Abuse during pregnancy can lead to abortion —

A history of physical and sexual abuse is associated with repeat induced abortion, according to a study  published in the March 1, 2005 issue of the Canadian Medical Association Journal (CMAJ). The researchers conclude that all women seeking abortions be screened for physical or sexual abuse. 

There were over 105,000 abortions in Canada in 2002—the most recent year for which Statistics Canada has statistics—and more than one third of those were repeat abortions. “One cannot help but wonder how many of these women were coerced by abusive partners into obtaining unwanted abortions,” says Parliamentary Pro-Life Caucus Co-chair Maurice Vellacott. “Surely, we have enough compassion to offer something better to these women and their children.”

There have been no legal restrictions on abortion since the law was struck down in 1988, and abortion providers are not required to report the reasons women seek abortions. Prior to 1988, a therapeutic abortion committee had to review and approve a woman’s request for an abortion before she could obtain one. “A paradoxical effect of the decriminalization of abortion,” notes a former member of one such therapeutic abortion committee in a commentary in CMAJ, is that there is now “no requirement for anyone to bear witness…to stories of lives disrupted by violence.” 

“We have heard many stories from post-abortive women—like those from Canada Silent No More who are here with us today—about how they were pressured into obtaining abortions,” says Liberal PPLC Co-chair Paul Steckle. “Now we have studies that tell us abortions can be associated with abuse. Yet there is no requirement for abortion providers to report the reasons women obtain abortions. For the sake of women’s health and safety, isn’t it time we looked more closely at abortion’s role in women’s lives?” Mr. Steckle asks. “It may not be as liberating as its supporters have tried to make us believe.” 

Members of Parliament stand with pro-life Canadians as they gather in Ottawa Thursday to bear witness to the damage abortion inflicts on women, children, families, and society. The Parliamentary Pro-Life Caucus is holding a press conference on May 12 (10 a.m., 130-S Centre Block) to coincide with the 8th annual March for Life to affirm their commitment to the sanctity of life from conception to natural death. A family physician and a woman hurt by abortion are scheduled to make statements.

For additional comment, please contact one or both of the PPLC co-chairs:

Paul Steckle



Maurice Vellacott




(613) 992-8234


(613) 992-1899



 Room 610,


 Justice Building 


 House of Commons


 Ottawa, K1A 0A6





Co-Chairs:


Paul Steckle (613) 992-8234


Maurice Vellacott (613) 992-1899














