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Vellacott Speaks Out on Protecting

Children from Sexual Exploitation
For immediate release                                                             Friday March 12, 2004

Ottawa – Today Saskatoon Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott delivered a speech in the House of Commons on Bill C-12, an act that amends the Criminal Code with regard to the protection of children and child pornography. The Liberal Government has presented the bill as safeguarding children from sexual exploitation, abuse and neglect. In fact, the bill will not make it easier to prosecute sexual predators.

First, the Liberals claim the bill eliminates the artistic merit defence used successfully by John Robin Sharpe before the Supreme Court. But in fact the bill leaves in place the “public good” defense, which both former Justice Minister Martin Cauchon and the Supreme Court’s own ruling (R v. Sharpe) have said includes the notion of artistic merit.

Second, the bill fails to raise the age of consent from 14 to 16. Instead, it creates the category of “exploitative relationships” aimed at protecting people between the age of 14 and 18.  This category is a vague provision that fails to create the certainty of protection that children require.  It will not serve as a real deterrent and will simply result in longer trials and more litigation. In fact, the current law already includes reference to “dependency,” so that the idea of “exploitative relationships” adds nothing substantively new.

Vellacott said, “On the issue of the age of consent, 80% of Canadians who have been polled have said that they want to raise the age of consent to at least 16 years. Only two years ago all provincial ministers unanimously passed a resolution calling for the federal government to raise the age of consent to at least 16. The will is there, one would think, at least on the part of the provinces, but we question whether the will is there . . . on the part of the federal government. It just does not seem to understand the urgency of it.”
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