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Vellacott Calls for Assistance 

for Family Farms in Crisis

For immediate release                                                                             Thursday March 11, 2004

Ottawa - Saskatoon Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott today in the House of Commons criticized the Liberal Government for its failure to provide farmers with any hope in the midst of the farm income crisis. He said: 

Mr. Speaker, if a government is going to spend a billion dollars, it needs to make sure that the money is being spent wisely. It’s shameful that the Liberals wasted a billion dollars on the Human Resources Development grants boondoggle, on an ill-conceived Liberal gun registry and on a quarter billion dollar Liberal slush fund where millions were paid out for a few minutes of work to Quebec ad agencies which in turn made large donations to the Liberal party.

Unlike the Liberals, the Conservative Party of Canada would not fleece Canadian taxpayers through this kind of shameful waste, and would instead direct money to where it’s needed. A Conservative Government would give the Liberals a lesson in how a billion dollars can be used to actually benefit the nation. We would use a billion dollars to solve the farm income problem in Canada, and have released a specific Conservative Party action plan for agriculture. Family farms are in crisis and the food supply of Canadians is not something that a government should neglect. Canadians want their government to secure their food supply, pure and simple. The Conservative Party understands how important agriculture is.
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