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                 June 9, 2005

OTTAWA – Today, The Supreme Court of Canada ruled that the Quebec government cannot prevent people from paying for private insurance for health-care procedures covered under medicare.

Four of the court’s seven judges decided that denying patients the right to seek private health care insurance violates the Quebec Charter of Rights. In particular, the Court found that: “The evidence shows that, in the case of certain surgical procedures, the delays that are the necessary result of waiting lists increase the patient’s risk of mortality or the risk that his or her injuries will become irreparable. The evidence also shows that many patients on non-​urgent waiting lists are in pain and cannot fully enjoy any real quality of life. The right to life and to personal inviolability is therefore affected by the waiting times.”

But the Supreme Court was divided on whether the Canadian Charter of Rights has been violated, so it’s unclear how the ruling will affect other provinces.

In response to the ruling, Saskatoon-Wanuskewin Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott said, “For starters, the Conservative Party supports the Canada Health Act, and our universally accessible, publicly-funded system.”

Vellacott lays the blame for this decision at the door of the Prime Minister remarking that, “Paul Martin bears full responsibility for today’s Supreme Court decision. The reality is that he broke the system; now he is being forced to live with the consequences of his actions.”

Vellacott went on to say that, “As Finance Minister, Paul Martin’s $25 billion in cuts to health care spending in the 1990s downloaded health care costs on the backs of provinces and patients. That doubled wait times for essential medical procedures, and created inordinate delays in access. So much for Paul Martin’s ‘fix for a generation’.”

Vellacott concluded by remarking that, “The government must reassure Canadians that it knows how to protect public health care in Canada.”
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