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              June 8, 2005

OTTAWA – Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) was pleased to see the House of Commons Committee on Agriculture and Agri-Food, on June 2, include the intent of his private member's bill in amendments to Bill C-27 clarifying the labeling of dairy products.

“I have been fighting for truth in labeling for several years,” said Vellacott, who has introduced a Private Member’s Bill to establish a Dairy Terms Act several times in the past few years. He refrained from reintroducing it in the current Parliament after being assured that the government would be taking action on this file.

“The measures added to Bill C-27 do not go far enough,” said Vellacott. “But it is a start from a government that has been very resistant to making such changes on behalf of Canada’s dairy producers and consumers.”

The dairy industry has a legitimate concern over the use of dairy terms to sell non-dairy products and the way such tactics can unfairly take market share away from dairy producers. Furthermore, “consumers are entitled to properly informed choice in the matter of dairy products and non-dairy alternatives,” Vellacott said.

“What we need is a consistent commitment to truth in labeling,” Vellacott said.

“I will be monitoring this closely to make sure this dairy term amendment eventually passes in the House,” added Vellacott.
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