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Vellacott calls for overdue recognition of Paul Henderson

For Immediate Release






              June 3, 2005

OTTAWA – Today in the House of Commons Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott called for the recognition of Paul Henderson in the Hockey Hall of Fame and the Order of Canada. He said:
Paul Henderson was a star hockey player who gave Team Canada its winning goal against Russia in the famed 1972 series.

Those of us old enough to remember the Series still remember the tension as we were watching those games between Canada and the Soviet Union.

Canada got off to a shaky start, but came from behind to take the series by winning the last three straight games.

Paul Henderson, a well-rounded, hard-working Toronto Maple Leafs player, made it onto Team Canada. He was also one of the few members on the team who played every single game in that notable competition against Russia.

Paul Henderson scored Canada's winning goal in each of the last 3 games of that historic series against the Soviet Union. His winning goal in the final game was the most important goal in the history of Canadian hockey.

Despite Paul Henderson's incredible contribution to Canada - the psychological boost and patriotic spirit which that hockey victory gave to Canada over 30 years ago – this star player has not been given the recognition he deserves. Paul Henderson has not yet been inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame.

It is time to give this great hockey player his due and to give Paul Henderson a place in the Hockey Hall of Fame. And while we’re at it, we should induct him into the Order of Canada.
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