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June 29, 2005

OTTAWA – Saskatoon-Wanuskewin MP Maurice Vellacott laments the Liberal-NDP-Bloc coalition that is now running the country. Vellacott says, “From budgets to marriage legislation, the NDP and the Bloc are now working hand-in-hand with the Liberals. It’s a lethal combination of corruption, socialism, and separatism.”
Vellacott commented, “Bill C-38 was forced through the House of Commons because of a written deal between Paul Martin and the separatist Bloc Québécois. As a result, the bill will lack legitimacy in the eyes of many Canadians. The majority of federalist MPs support the traditional definition of marriage. The BQ MPs vote in Parliament and draw a pay cheque with a flag of Canada on it, but they don’t have the long-term best interests of Canada at heart. Very regrettably, the Liberals have tarnished federalism in Quebec so badly through waste, corruption and mismanagement, that they have given new life to separatism.”
The House of Commons rose yesterday, after Paul Martin’s latest use of closure without warning to cut off debate on C-38. As a result, Vellacott’s amendments did not all get debated.

The Conservative Party believes that Parliament, through a free vote and not the courts, should determine the definition of marriage. Vellacott points out that last night was not a free vote for the Liberals or the NDP.

Vellacott remarked that, “A Conservative government will support legislation defining marriage as the union of one man and one woman. This is our party policy, adopted overwhelmingly at this year’s Montreal convention. The Liberal-NDP-Bloc deal and these votes don’t change that.” A Conservative government will consider options for those same-sex couples who have acquired a marriage certificate in the interim. The options would include civil unions, grandfathering those same-sex couples with prior certificates and other possibilities.

Vellacott, who was in France two years ago, observed there that although that society is generally more liberal, France’s government resisted redefining marriage for the sake of same-sex couples. Instead within the last few years, France’s government enacted legislation recognizing “pacts of solidarity” not based on sex, but where two people could commit to each other and thereby have legal protection in respect to pensions, health benefits, and estate settlements. Adoption of children was not included.

Vellacott went on to say, “Paul Martin has also failed on health care, child care, the environment, democracy, fiscal management, and national unity.”
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