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Vellacott Supports Section 43 of Criminal Code as Supreme Court Hears Arguments

For immediate release




       Tuesday June 10, 2003

Ottawa - Last week the Supreme Court of Canada heard arguments over the constitutionality of spanking, which is protected under section 43 of the Criminal Code. The Supreme Court hearings and the decision it renders will mark the last stage in a long and expensive legal process that began in 1998 when the law was challenged by the advocacy group calling itself the Canadian Foundation for Children, Youth and the Law.

The section of the Criminal Code being challenged reads: “Every schoolteacher, parent or person standing in the place of a parent is justified in using force by way of correction toward a pupil or child, as the case may be, who is under his care, if the force does not exceed what is reasonable under the circumstances.”
Vellacott said, “The law, as it presently stands, provides no protection for child abusers—and rightly so. But parental discipline is quite different from child abuse. The current law as stated in section 43 strikes the needed balance between protecting children from abuse while still allowing parents to correct their children in a reasonable and acceptable manner. When parental discipline is being exercised responsibly, the state has no right to interfere in the family. The state has no business in the family rooms of the nation.”
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