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  July 4, 2005

OTTAWA – On the eve of the G8 summit in Scotland this week, Paul Martin refuses to live up to his promise on foreign aid.

Paul Martin said he would meet the 0.7% of GDP target by 2015. Maurice Vellacott said today, “He is now backing away from that promise. What a phony!”

As finance minister, Paul Martin cut foreign aid drastically. Canada currently spends less than 0.3% of its GDP (0.23%) on foreign aid. This is a drastic drop from the 0.44%-0.50% of GDP of the last Conservative government.

Since 1993, the Liberals have cut $9 billion from the foreign aid budget, bringing our foreign aid spending to levels not seen since 1965.

Recently, Martin said other world leaders who have promised to reach the target, including Tony Blair, are making empty promises and indulging in public relations exercises.

Vellacott said, “Who is Paul Martin to accuse other leaders of breaking promises? Whether it is child-care, health care or democratic reform, his list of broken promises is a long one.”

Vellacott went on to say, “It’s phony for Paul Martin to accuse other leaders of seeking photo-ops. He has governed by photo-ops and polls since he came to office.”
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