The Saskatoon StarPhoenix – July 26, 2005

Letter: Attack on commissioner hardly a private matter

In the column, All he wanted was a wedding (SP, July 16), Murray Mandryk accuses me of "outing" the two homosexuals who have filed a human rights complaint against Regina marriage commissioner Orville Nichols.

Mandryk takes offence at my giving their actual names in a press release, which in turn was published on my website. This is ironic, given that Mandryk is in the business of journalism wherein the names of those being criticized are customarily divulged "in the public interest," without compunction and without the consent of the individuals.

The homosexual partner in this case to whom Mandryk spoke likened the marriage commissioner's refusal to perform a same-sex ceremony to a SaskPower employee refusing to allow him to pay a bill.

But payment of a power bill doesn't have the broad societal impact as does marriage. Payment of a bill by the individual who receives a service is a contractual and moral obligation. Marriage, even for heterosexuals, has never been a right or moral obligation.

I was aware of the nature of this person's complaint against Nichols not because the Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission made the information available but because the details of the complaint were in a threatening letter and SHRC attachment the province's Justice Department sent to Nichols seeking his response to their accusations.

Attacking the conscience rights of marriage commissioners to take away their jobs, as the homosexual complainants in this case have done, because of a radical redefinition of a basic pillar of society, is not a private or anonymous issue.

Yes, as Mandryk says, the complainant "is only a guy who wanted to get married."The one significant difference, though, is that he wanted to get married to another guy. 

That was the insurmountable obstacle for a Saskatchewan marriage commissioner who has served so well over many years.
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