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February 3, 2005
OTTAWA – Today, The Conservative Party used their Supply Day Motion, by which it controls the subject of debate for the day in the House of Commons, to urge the Liberal government to make rural Canadians a priority. The Conservatives called on the Liberals to immediately drop the cash deposit requirement for the Canadian Agricultural Income Stabilization (CAIS) program and to honour all of the financial commitments it has made to Canadian agricultural producers.

Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) says, “Farmers contacting my MP office have condemned the CAIS deposit requirement. It's a policy that unfairly hurts farmers.”

Conservative Party leader Stephen Harper said, “We have to find a longer term solution. Members of our caucus have for some time been putting their minds to developing alternatives to this CAIS approach. What we propose is that a Conservative government would implement a whole farm production insurance program based on a 10 year average of value and production costs for a commodity. The program would be funded on a tripartite basis, one-third by the federal government, one-third by provincial governments and one-third by producers, and that a second level of support would exist, but would only be required in extraordinary circumstances such as BSE when normal markets and market access collapse. Our plan would include a bankable business risk program directed at primary producers and funded principally by the federal government. Unlike CAIS, this second level of support would not require producer cash on deposit.”

“Getting rid of the CAIS deposit requirement would not only save both taxpayers and producers millions of dollars a year, it would provide immediate relief to thousands of producers at a time when relief is most needed,” said Conservative Agriculture Critic Diane Finley. “I urge the Agriculture Minister to heed the call of producers from coast-to-coast and immediately drop the CAIS cash deposit requirement.”
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For further comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899
