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       February 16, 2005
OTTAWA – Maurice Vellacott was up early on debate on the marriage bill, noting that the granting of legal benefits has historically been done with a different term for new beneficiaries. The Conservative MP for Saskatoon-Wanuskewin pointed out today that “women didn’t have to be redefined as men to be given the legal benefit of voting.”
Vellacott put the following question to Gilles Duceppe, the third speaker on C-38, after the Bloc leader spoke:

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the honourable member a question to help me out a little on the history around the world as we have looked at the issue of extending the vote to different people over time, and rightly so. Specifically, I want to ask a question in respect of extending the vote to women. He alluded to that. It has been done in various regimes and was long overdue. It should have been done long before.
My question to the member is, at the time the vote was extended to women, for example, at that point were women called men? To my knowledge, that is not the case anywhere. When bringing a new group in to have those particular rights, one does not need to call them the same thing in order to give them the equal benefits and rights, which is what my party is proposing to do by giving equal benefits and rights without terming it the same. Unless I missed something in history, and I am certainly open to being enlightened, has there been a time when extending the right to vote where women have then been termed men?

Vellacott was making the point that it is possible for homosexuals to receive all the benefits and obligations they seek without redefining the term marriage.
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