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       February 17, 2005
OTTAWA – This week, Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott condemned Liberal Minister Ken Dryden’s dismissive attitude towards parents. The Minister said parents often feel guilty for leaving their children in daycare, but indicated that was something they will have to live with because that trend could not be reversed.

A recent study, as was cited by the Vanier Institute of the Family, has found that most moms and dads with pre-school children would prefer that one parent stay home and take primary responsibility for raising the children.

But Dryden said: “… we feel guilty about not spending more time with our kids. That is the way it was for us as parents, that is the way it is for us and is the way it will be for us. … As parents we all feel guilty about the time we are not spending with our kids. … We can feel guilty and we can wish it were not so, but it is so.”
In the House, Vellacott said, “We heard the minister talk about the whole issue of parents needing to suppress the guilt. [He said that] it is a given that parents would feel guilty because they do not have enough time to spend with their kids … and it is par for the course. When there is guilt about something in a person's life, I would have thought the person should do something about the root cause. Do we not try to nudge or move to the ideal of spending more time with our children instead of just living with it, going with the flow and suppressing the guilt, as he put it? I believe that parents would like the choice.”
Vellacott challenges Dryden’s inference that we should just accept the inevitability that most children in the years ahead will be in daycare despite their parents’ preferences otherwise. Vellacott counters that we should attempt to move toward ideals instead of accepting that you have to live with the status quo.

The Conservative Party supports giving parents a choice in childcare. We want parents to get the financial support they need to make their own decisions about what is best for their kids. The Conservative Party recognizes that parents – and not the federal government – are in the best position to determine which type of childcare best suits their children and reflects their values, cultures and traditions.
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