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Watkinson’s Criticism of Prayer Breakfast is Elitist

For immediate release




          Tuesday February 17, 2004

Saskatoon – Today Conservative MP Maurice Vellacott stated that outspoken leftist activist Ailsa Watkinson’s track record shows that she’s the elitist. Watkinson had said that last week’s Mayor’s Prayer Breakfast was “elitist and exclusive” and should be “abolished.” But Vellacott thinks Watkinson is the elitist. If she thinks that her views are supported by ordinary folk, Vellacott says she should run for elected public office. Vellacott even suggested that she should consider challenging him in the next federal election.

At the breakfast Vellacott enjoyed talking to the event’s keynote speaker Danny Barrett, head coach of the Saskatchewan Rough Riders. The breakfast was attended by 800 people, including Mayor Don Atchison. All city councillors and a number of provincial MLAs and area federal MPs were in attendance. The event did not conduct public business and was not paid for with public money (each person paid his or her own way). But Watkinson said the $25-per-person breakfast event was “elitist” and mixed religion and public service. She also complained about a picture in the StarPhoenix: “To see that picture of the mayor this morning bowing his head and praying, it just makes my blood boil.”

Vellacott believes Watkinson’s criticism is misplaced. “She says that the issue is separation of church and state, but it’s obvious that the event did not conduct public business or use public funds. Her real problem seems to be with people of faith holding public office. She should just say so and run for office herself. The people she condemns as elitist were elected by voters and seek the good of all citizens. But Watkinson wants to ban any expressions of faith in the public realm and wants to exclude people whose beliefs influence their public service. Who is the real elitist here?” 

Watkinson has appeared in the media before with her elitist views. She was involved in the effort to remove the Lord’s Prayer from public schools in Saskatoon. She was also instrumental in bringing a constitutional challenge against spanking in the courts. (The Supreme Court recently upheld the constitutionality of parental discipline through spanking.) Though the breakfast event was not paid for with public money, Watkinson’s legal challenge to the spanking law cost taxpayers tens of thousands of dollars in the form  of a grant from the federal Liberal Government’s Court Challenges Program, which funds constitutional challenges launched by left-wing groups.

Vellacott also noted that under the constitution all citizens, regardless of creed, are equal under the law and therefore have an equal right to hold elected office and work for the good of all. He noted that in his role as an MP he has been involved in a ceremony to unveil a statue of Mahatma Gandhi, has attended an Islamic Ramadan event, synagogue services and aboriginal cultural events.
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