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         February 10, 2005
OTTAWA – Maurice Vellacott received some good news this week about the release of some political prisoners in Vietnam. Vellacott was part of a small delegation that left a list of names for amnesty when he was there in the latter part of January.

The itinerary also included meeting with other parliamentarians and leaders in Thailand and South Korea.

The expenses for the trip were not covered through MP budgets but through each delegate's own personal funds. Vellacott took his eleven-year old son out of school to join him on the ten day journey because he felt it would be a very beneficial exposure to humanitarian service for his young son. Vellacott's son was allowed to sit in on most of the meetings with political leaders and government officials.

MPs Vellacott and Jim Abbott (Kootenay-Columbia, BC) met with the President of the Senate of Thailand in Bangkok. Eleven members of the Thai Senate joined the President in that meeting. Vellacott and Abbott were able to introduce to these Senators a Thai director of Global Aid Network. This NGO has done extensive work in Thailand following the tsunami disaster. This organization had taken over 250 volunteers to work alongside the Thai military and other personnel to erect tents and provide food and living facilities in the tsunami disaster areas. This Thai NGO wanted to follow-up its immediate relief work with trauma counselling and long-term re-development projects to get the community back on its feet. Vellacott says, “Because our meeting gave our Thai friend the opportunity to make a presentation to their senior politicians, he received the support of the Senate that he required.”

The delegation then traveled to Hanoi where they met with various friendship groups and entrepreneurial organizations. The chair of the Vietnam Canada Friendship Association organized the three days of meetings and itinerary. While there the delegation had discussions on possible humanitarian development projects such as assistance in building schools, poverty eradication and HIV/AIDS prevention. Vellacott and Abbott also led discussions on Canadian interests.






        …2
A meeting was arranged with a high-ranking member of the Vietnamese National Assembly in Hanoi. This contact was a very influential member on various government committees, such as the one that decides what names will appear on the list of prisoners who will be released from prison in the Vietnamese “Tet” celebration this month. He also was the one who authorized Global Aid Network to carry out a project for disabled people near Ho Chi Minh City, last year. The delegation also had the opportunity to discuss human rights and political freedom.

Vietnam is interested in gaining status in the World Trade Organization and is hosting the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) leaders in 2006. They want to become more involved in the community of nations. They will be releasing 8,428 prisoners this month.

Through the delegation, this high-ranking member of the Vietnamese National Assembly was provided the names of certain Vietnamese prisoners. It was suggested those names be included in the list considered for amnesty by the Vietnamese government. Confirmation has now been received that these individuals will receive amnesty as part of the 8,428 released.

The trip was concluded in Seoul where the delegation met a Korean Cabinet Minister. MPs Vellacott and Abbott aggressively pushed for the Korean government to lift its ban on Canadian cattle.
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