House of Commons Hansard – December 9, 2004

Mr. Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon—Wanuskewin, CPC): Mr. Speaker, in Saskatchewan people licensed as marriage commissioners have been told that they have to perform same-sex marriages or turn in their commissioner's license. This is clearly an infringement of their religious and conscience rights protected by the charter. All that these commissioners want is to be able to provide the same services that they have faithfully provided for these many years.

Will the federal government correct this discrimination to ensure that the appointment of any marriage commissioner who objects to performing same-sex marriage on the basis of religious beliefs and conscience will not be terminated?

Hon. Irwin Cotler (Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, the judgment is clear that no official should be compelled to perform a same sex marriage if it is contrary to religion or conscience. We will take this up at the federal-provincial-territorial conference in order to ensure that provincial legislation is in line with the federal and provincial commitments under the charter.
