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       December 10, 2004

OTTAWA – Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) says that yesterday’s Supreme Court opinion on the same-sex marriage reference has cleared the way for the Saskatchewan government to rescind a directive ordering all marriage commissioners in the province to marry same-sex couples or resign.

“In light of this decision, it is now clear that the directive by the Saskatchewan government to force marriage commissioners to perform same-sex marriage ceremonies is not required by the Charter of Rights and Freedoms,” said Vellacott. “As a consequence, it is also clear that the Government of Saskatchewan is in violation of not only the religious freedoms enshrined by the Charter, but also in violation of the provisions of Saskatchewan’s Human Rights Code.”

Vellacott raised the dilemma facing Saskatchewan’s marriage commissioners in the House of Commons Thursday, asking the federal Justice Minister to intervene to protect the religion and conscience rights of the province’s marriage commissioners.

In response, Justice Minister Irwin Cotler opposed discrimination against marriage commissioners who refuse to perform same-sex marriages for reasons of religious belief and conscience. He said:

The judgment is clear that no official should be compelled to perform a same-sex marriage if it is contrary to religion or conscience. We will take this up at the federal-provincial-territorial conference in order to ensure that provincial legislation is in line with the federal and provincial commitments under the charter.

The judgment of the Supreme Court of Canada delivered yesterday has left the decision of whether to legalize same-sex marriage up to Parliament. No legislation has yet been passed by Parliament in that respect. Furthermore, the Court refused to declare the traditional, opposite-sex definition of marriage unconstitutional. Vellacott noted, “The Supreme Court has categorically rejected the argument that same-sex marriage is a fundamental human right.”
Vellacott had previously asked Saskatchewan Justice Minister Frank Quennell (as attached) to review the directive in order to protect the religion and conscience rights of Saskatchewan’s marriage commissioners. “I trust that the NDP government will re-evaluate its treatment of these public officials and desist from work-place discrimination against marriage commissioners with religious convictions.”
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For further comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899
