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                August 4, 2005

OTTAWA – Today the Conservative National Caucus meet in Toronto. Stephen Harper will make a major announcement on urban transit and the environment. The program will be an incentive to commute via public transit, and is being termed by the Conservatives as a “made in Canada” environmental solution addressing the challenges of smog and climate change.

Maurice Vellacott, Conservative MP for Saskatoon-Wanuskewin elaborated:

“The Conservative Transit Policy is an effective way for the federal government to reward transit users, and encourage more Canadians to use public transit.

“Our transit policy is family-friendly. It will allow a 16 percent federal tax credit for a personal transit pass as well as passes purchased for dependent children.

“An average commuter paying 80 dollars a month for a transit pass will see savings of 153 dollars annually. Users of more costly commuter services like Ontario's GO Transit will save up to 485 dollars per year.
“Our transit policy will help increase ridership which will help transit authorities and municipalities meet rising maintenance costs.

“This program is a progressive step in reducing greenhouse gas emissions and automobile congestion on Canada’s roads.

The total cost is estimated at 400 million per year with those funds coming from the current 5 billion set aside for climate change in the 2005 budget.”

Vellacott concluded, “For too long the Liberals have talked about encouraging public transit but have little to show when the rubber hits the road. Once again the Conservative Party demonstrates practical, concrete leadership on a problem that Liberals have only paid lip service to.”
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