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Maurice Vellacott, MP
Saskatoon-Wanuskewin

Vellacott jolted by death of vice-president John Garang

whom he planned to meet in Sudan next month
For Immediate Release






          August 2, 2005

OTTAWA – Today, Maurice Vellacott, Conservative MP for Saskatoon-Wanuskewin, expressed his deep regret over the tragic death of Sudanese vice-president John Garang in a helicopter accident yesterday.

“I was looking forward to meeting with Dr. Garang during a trip being planned to Sudan for this September,” said Vellacott.

The purpose of Vellacott’s visit, at his own expense, will be to meet with members of the new National Unity Government and the Minister of Foreign Affairs in Khartoum and to learn first hand about the many challenges facing Sudan. Vellacott is also planning to meet with officials of the Canadian Embassy in Sudan. Vellacott said, “I trust that by visiting Sudan and its leaders, I can be better informed about the way in which Canada can best provide assistance there.”
A leader in Sudan’s liberation movement, Dr. John Garang was recently installed as the country’s vice-president. “This power-sharing decision was an important development in the shaky progress towards peace in a country ravaged by 21 years of war,” said Vellacott. “I hope that Garang’s death is not exploited to cause the unraveling of this peace process.”
Many people had placed their confidence in Garang to finally achieve a lasting peace in Sudan. “I hope his death will not result in a reversal of the steps made towards achieving a lasting peace since the beginning of this year,” said Vellacott. “I hope that the Khartoum government in the north and senior members of the southern Sudan People’s Liberation Army will continue to work together so that they eventually reap the harvest of peace.”
Sudan today is home to the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. Since February 2003, the Janjaweed militia have conducted a calculated campaign of slaughter, rape, starvation and displacement in the western region of Darfur. It is estimated that 400,000 people have died due to violence, starvation and disease. More than 2.5 million people have been displaced from their homes.
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