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           April 11, 2003

OTTAWA – Maurice Vellacott, Canadian Alliance Vice-Chair of the Parliamentary Committee on Aboriginal Affairs, Northern Development and Natural Resources, today condemned the disrespectful way the Minister of Indian Affairs is ramming Bill C-7 through Parliament. He said in Parliament:

“The Minister of Indian Affairs conducted a charade of consulting with First Nations on Bill C-7. He then made a big show of providing the bill to the standing committee after First Reading with the pretence that the committee and the witnesses would thereby have ‘greater opportunity for open discussion’.

Within three days of completing cross-country hearings we were required to submit all amendments. That left committee members precious little time to analyze and synthesize thousands of pages of briefs and committee transcripts. Can we understand why people get their back up? The minister intended to have the clause-by-clause work completed, and the bill reported back to the House by the following week.

Does the minister not understand that ramming through this bill at such a breakneck pace will cause first nations to further mistrust this Liberal government?”
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For additional comment, call Maurice Vellacott at (613) 992-1899
