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Conservatives press for Air India public inquiry

– Liberals vote against it –

For Immediate Release






        April 13, 2005

OTTAWA – Members of Parliament voted overwhelmingly yesterday (172-124) in favour of the Conservative Party motion calling for a public inquiry into the Air India bombing. Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin) was proud to vote for the motion and express his support for the victims of this tragedy who need some answers.
“The recent acquittals of suspects Ripudaman Singh Malik and Ajaib Singh Bagri was a devastating blow to the thousands of family members and friends left behind by the murdered victims of the Air India disaster,” said Vellacott. “A public inquiry is the only effective remedy they have to pursue justice and closure over this incident,” he added.
Three of the victims, Chandra and Manju Khandelwal and Mohanrani Kachroo, have family members who live in northwest Saskatoon. Vellacott has recently talked to these surviving family members in his constituency, who still speak about the pain and the unanswered questions.
“More than 300 Canadians were killed in the Air India bombing two decades ago, and still today, their families and loved ones have no justice and no closure,” said Vellacott.
“We will wait to see if the BC Attorney General has an opportunity to appeal last week’s not guilty verdicts. But if there is no successful prosecution, Canadians deserve to know what really happened. It is the Conservative Party leading the charge in demanding a public inquiry into how this investigation was handled,” stressed Vellacott.
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