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       April 12, 2005

OTTAWA – In late March, homosexual activists, emboldened by the Liberal government’s plan to redefine marriage, launched two “human rights” complaints against Catholic Bishop Fred Henry of Calgary. They are taking issue with his public comments about marriage and his opposition to changing the definition to allow for homosexual marriage in Canada.

As we see from this case against Bishop Henry, freedom of religion is interwoven with the freedom of speech and freedom of conscience.

Prime Minister Paul Martin and Justice Minister Irwin Cotler claim that Bill C-38, their anti-marriage legislation, does not pose a threat to the Charter-protected freedom of religion. “This militant attack against the Calgary bishop is another example – in a growing body of evidence – exposing the dishonesty of the Prime Minister’s claims,” says Conservative Party MP Maurice Vellacott (Saskatoon-Wanuskewin).

“Bill C-38 is a direct attack on religious freedom, and the Justice Minister knows it,” adds Vellacott. A few months ago, he demonstrated his inability to convince provincial justice ministers to show tolerance to marriage commissioners who weren’t prepared to perform same-sex “marriages.” “He knows that he lacks the jurisdictional authority to do anything about the host of ramifications a change in the definition of marriage will have on Canadian society,” says Vellacott.

“It’s about time the Justice Minister came clean with his real agenda and started telling Canadians the truth about the serious anti-constitutional ramifications of his anti-marriage bill,” charges Vellacott. “This attack on Bishop Henry is an attack on the freedom of religion, the freedom of conscience and the freedom of speech. It is an assault on the rule of law and the constitutional foundations of this country, and puts in jeopardy the principle of equality before the law,” warns Vellacott.

The Conservative Party and other experts have been highlighting the dangers of Bill C-38 to religious freedom, the education of children and the right of churches and religious groups to regulate the use of their property.

“With the recent so-called ‘human rights’ complaints against the Knights of Columbus in British Columbia over the use of their hall for a lesbian wedding-style ceremony and against Bishop Henry, we can see how tenuous the Charter guarantees of religious freedom are in Liberal-governed Canada today,” stresses Vellacott. “And the Liberals, with their strident ideology, have shown no interest in protecting this religious freedom.”
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